A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
Ordinary. Harvey was closely associated with the Court of King
Charles. He attended the Duke of Lennox on a mission to France
and Spain, during which he wrote to Lord Dorchester, Secretary
of State, complaining of the lack of anatomical material, for he
" could scarce see a dog, cow, kite, or any other bird or thing
to anatomise." Some years later he accompanied the Earl of
Arundel to Germany, and it was recorded by one of the gentlemen-
in-waiting that during the journey, " little Dr. Harvey would be
making observations of strange trees and plants/5 and came so
near to being lost that he incurred the ambassador's displeasure.
A much more important duty was undertaken in I633.1
Harvey was then in attendance on the king when His Majesty
journeyed to Scotland to be crowned in the Abbey Church of
Holyrood and to hold court there. During the visit to Edinburgh
Harvey found time to visit the Bass Rock, and in his treatise
on Development he describes the solan geese, or gannets, which
congregate there in such numbers. Fortunately the king was
interested in Harvey's researches, for he allowed him to make
observations on the deer in the royal parks 2 (Plate xxxvn). The
study of comparative anatomy was highly regarded by Harvey,
as it also was by John Hunter more than a century later. Harvey
observed, for example, that the movement of the heart could be
observed more readily in cold-blooded animals such as frogs and
fishes. He ranged the entire animal kingdom for his material, and
it is unfortunate that many of his writings on comparative anatomy
have been lost.
Shortly after the Scottish visit he was commanded by the
king to conduct a post-mortem examination of Thomas Parr,
who had died at the alleged age of 153 years. Parr was a country-
man of Shropshire, who had enjoyed perfect health, had married
twice, first at the age of 88, and again at 120, and who, had he
not come to London as a member of the household of the Earl
of Arundel, might have lived still longer. Harvey found that his
, death was due to pleuropneumonia, brought on by the impure
London atmosphere, and the sudden adoption of a high mode
of living and rich diet.3
A few^ years later King Charles was faced with the troubles
of the civil war, which led to his own tragic end, Harvey was
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